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SUMMARY

e-tv's broadcasting of promotional advertisement for feature film with an “Adults Only”
age restriction before the watershed period featuring sex, and nudity broadcast where a
large number of children islikely to be part of the audience. Contravention of the Code

JUDGMENT
RATHA MOKGOATLHENG

[1] On the 18" February 2003 which was on a Saturday at approximately 16:00 and again at
about 18:30, etv broadcasted a promotional advertisement regarding an “Adults Only”



film featured for 24:00 midnight. Apparently the broadcasts made between 16:00 and
18:30 occurred during the flighting of a wrestling programme.

[2] Applicable Clause:7.1.3 of the Code provides as follows:

“The electronic mediashall: 7.1.3  exercise due care and responsibility in the
presentation of programmes where alarge number of children islikely to be part of the
audience.”

[3] Mr O Tshweu conceded that the two broadcasts were made during a period when a large
number of children was likely to constitute part of the audience viewing the promotional
advertisement. Mr Tshweu further conceded that the promotional advertisement featured
a film with an age restriction of 18, and the subject matter thereof dealt with sex and
nudity.

4] The panel viewed the promotional advertisement, though same was sanitized, that is it
was neither explicit nor offensive as argued by Mr Tshweu, it nevertheless was improper
and inappropriate to broadcast same before the watershed period in view of the subject
matter it dealt with and also in view of the fact that the promotional film advised the so-
caled soft pornography genre. The BCCSA has recommended in previous judgments
that films with an age restriction of 18yrs featuring sex, violence and nudity should be
broadcast after the watershed period. Depending on the explicitness, the film must even
be broadcast after midnight. In this case, where soft pornography was to be featured, the
promos had to be broadcast well after the watershed and the film after midnight. It is
found that e-tv has contravened paragraph 7.1.3 of the Code.

The complaint is upheld.

RATHA MOKGOATLHENG
The other two Commissioners concurred in the above judgment.



