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 JUDGMENT 

 

RIFILOE MOKOENA 

 

A complaint was lodged with the Broadcasting Complaints Commission of South Africa in 

regard to the TV3 programme "The Quest" which was broadcast on Sunday 19th January 1997. 

 

The letter of Mrs Maister outlines amongst others, the following complaints:- 

 

1. Mr Mark Mailey began asking viewers whether life was the result of creation or evolution - he 

seems to have settled the question for himself as that was the last mention of evolution on that 
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programme. 
 
2. A Profile Video, The Silent Scream, was shown.  The fetuses depicted were advanced in 

development beyond the stage normally aborted.  One was described as reacting fearfully to the 
abortionists' instrument - thus attributing consciousness that the foetus cannot possibly possess, 
lacking as it does a developed brain. 

 
3. The choice of panel was limited. 
 

In conclusion, the letter suggests that in future, religious programmes should include 

evolutionists and biologists of similar standing. 

 

Clause 7.2.1 of the Broadcasting Complaints Commission of South Africa Code of Conduct 

provides as follows:- 

 

In presenting a programme in which controversial issues of public importance are discussed reasonable 

efforts shall be made to fairly present significant points of view either in the same programme or in a 

subsequent programme forming part of the same series of programmes presented within a reasonable 

period of time and in substantially the same time slot. 

 

It is clear that different role players hold conflicting opinions on an issue such as abortion.  

Claims and counter-claims are accordingly to be expected. 

 

Both in the broadcasting of news and comment the Broadcasting Complaints Commission of 

South Africa Code of Conduct requires balance.  The Code requires balance on matters of public 

importance and news.  We have come to the conclusion that the programme falls in the category 

of news and comment and that the issue is of public importance. 

 

It is our view that the programme was, in any case, not totally one-sided since the panellists did 

put different points of view and did not simply reject free choice of abortion. 

 

The complaint is dismissed. 
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BCCSA COMMISSIONER 


