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Case No: 15/1997 

Date of Hearings: 27 June 1997 

        15 July 1997  

 

 

 

NEEDHAM & BRYSON      Complainants 

 

 

vs 

 

 

M-Net        Respondent 

 

 

Re the mini-series Blue Murder broadcast in two parts at 19:00 on M-Net 

 

Panel:  Prof Kobus van Rooyen S.C. (Chairperson) 

Ms Refiloe Mokoena (Broadcasting Representative) 

Mr Dumisani Mahlasela (Viewer Representative) 

 

The complainant requested to be excused from attendance. 

 

For the Respondent: Mr J Hatting from M-Net. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  
SUMMARY 

The film Blue Murder contains too many scenes of pronounced or explicit violence for it to 

be shown before 20:00. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 COMPLAINT 

Complaint 1: 

 
I want to complain in the strongest possible terms about the unbelievably and gratuitously violent mini-
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series “Blue Murder”.  It was screened on M-Net this week - at the peak family-viewing time slot of 7pm. 
 
While I am not against the screening of this sort of thing, filled with close-ups of brutal and stupid acts and 
presumably conceived by and for those with a morbid fascination in the abuse of human beings and the 
English language, it should be done late at night and not at prime time.  The children of our country are 
brutalised enough without having to be subjected to this sort of violence and degrading language.  And 
besides children, a number of my friends were absolutely disgusted by the programme.  I hope something 
can be done about this. 
 
 

Complaint 2:    

 
May this serve to register the strongest complaint possible about the Australian mini-series ABlue Murder@ 

screened on M-Net at 7:00pm. 
 
Whatever its other merits, this series is a celebration of the most extreme violence.  It is certainly not 
suitable viewing for children.  It is irresponsible in the extreme to transmit this material at a time more 
suited to family viewing. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 JUDGMENT 

 

JCW VAN ROOYEN:  

 

The film Blue Murder was broadcast as part of a mini-series at 19:00 on M-Net.  Viewers 

complained about the excessive violence portrayed in this series and argued that it should have 

been broadcast later in the evening. 

 

It appeared that the Directorate of Publications had issued a 16L restriction on the film. 

 

After the first broadcast, some concerns were raised at M-Net itself, and it was decided to 

increase the consumer advice before the second part.  The age restriction was, however, for 

understandable reasons, not increased. 

 

According to Mr Hattingh, who put M-Net’s case, M-Net mostly depends on the certificate of the 

Directorate and does not view the film again. Dr W Botha of the Directorate, who viewed the 

film, is a very experienced Committee Chair of the Directorate of Publications, and it is 

understandable that M-Net could rely on his judgment. 

 

The problem which arose, however, is whether M-Net acted correctly in broadcasting this film at 
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19:00.  In both episodes there are scenes of excessive brutality which call for a later time slot.  In 

our judgment on  Natural Born Killers (which was a R18 film and broadcast after 22:30) we held 

that M-Net, as subscription broadcaster, is free to broadcast age restricted films any time of the 

day except between 16:00 and 19:00.  This approval was based on the availability of the parental 

lock-out apparatus, which is provided by Multichoice (which sells decoders), and advertised by 

M-Net in its TV Guide and at times on TV itself.  Consumer advice and timing lie at the heart of 

our approach to the screening of films which are disturbing or harmful to children under 18 or 

age groups under 18 down to a mere caution of parental guidance. 

 

In the present matter we are of the view that the violence justified a later screening.  We realise 

that the parental lock-out device set at 16 by some parents, would have blocked out the film.  Yet, 

having regard to the fact that many children are still not in bed at this time of the evening and that 

a family may wish to watch M-Net between 19:00 and 20:00, it is our view that 20:00 would 

have been more appropriate.  This film should have been classified as 18V, which is milder than 

R18(V), but contains some problematic aspects. 

  

We need to re-state the rules for M-Net in the light of this film. 

No age restricted films between 16:00 or 19:00; 

R18 (VSLN) films only between 21:30 and 05:30; 

18(VSLN) films only between 20:00 and 05:30; 

16 and 18 films any time of the day, except between 16:00 and 19:00; 

PG - Parental guidance material should not be screened between 16:00 and 19:00 during the 

week.  At times films directed at children do require a PG and they may be screened on weekdays 

during the said times. Consumer advice and publicity is an absolute necessity.  The general rule 

however remains that even PG material should not be screened in children under 

8 time. 

  

Bear in mind that what is an 18 or 16 for cinema, could, given the wide TV audience, even on  

M-Net, become a R18 or an 18(VSLN).   

 

Note: the difference between a R18 (VSLN) and a 18(VSLN) is that the first category is much 

more intensive than the last.  The ‘R’ is an additional warning. Broadcasters should decide in 

which order the consumer advice should be placed, depending on the nature of the sensitivities 

most at risk. 

 

The complaint is upheld.  Since we are presently revising and re-formulating our policy and 

workshopping it with broadcasters, we have decided that no specific sanction will be imposed in 

this case.  
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On the 15th July the panel attended a presentation by M-Net on their publicity and consumer 

advice policy.  We also took note of a new timing policy which would include 20:00 as a time at 

which films would commence.  The consumer advice policy was also presented. We were 

impressed by the policy and noted that we would appreciate a similar presentation by January 

1998 for all members of the BCCSA.  At that stage the new Films and Publications Act would be 

fully operative and any new problems could be discussed then. 

 

 

 

                                            

JCW VAN ROOYEN S.C. 

CHAIRPERSON 

 

 

 

 


